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(The articles, reports and additional information contained in this edition were collected from 3-14 to 3-21)
May the Irish hills caress you
May her lakes and rivers bless you
May the luck of the Irish enfold you
May the blessings of Saint Patrick behold you.
Irish Blessing

Sad News from Virginia Department of Emergency Management

Gordon Barwell, director of the Local Support Services Division, died Sunday, March 2. Born in Melbourne, Australia, Gordon enlisted in the Royal Australian Army Corps in 1969. His distinguished career included service in Vietnam, America and Malaysia. He served as the Instruction Branch Chief teaching at the Australian Command and Staff College and Commanding Officer of the 1st Armored Regiment. He retired as a lieutenant colonel after 25 years of service.

In 1994, Gordon immigrated to the United States and joined VDEM in 1997. He was the only person to serve as director of Local Support Services since the division was created in 2003. Prior to leading LSS, Gordon served as Senior Training and Development Coordinator and as Chief of State Plans and Special Projects. During his time at VDEM, he received commendations for his contributions during response efforts for Sept. 11 and hurricanes Isabel and Katrina.

He earned a Masters degree in Management Studies from Australian National University and Professional Development Series Certification in Emergency Management.

Gordon is survived by his wife, daughter and son.
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U.S. News Reports

Emergency Management, Homeland Security and National Security
Cyber exercise shows need for better training to avoid major network failures

http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=39524&sid=60
Feds losing war on information security, senators told

http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=39518&sid=60
Info-sharing czar touts U.S. progress

http://www.fcw.com/online/news/151908-1.html?topic=homeland_security
Cutter shows Deepwater progress, Coast Guard says

http://www.fcw.com/online/news/151901-1.html?topic=homeland_security
Tornadoes expose lack of alert system (Tennessee)
http://www.washingtontimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080226/NATION/825958683/1001
Lawmaker: U.S. security agency faltering

http://www.cnn.com/2008/US/03/14/federal.security/index.html
Appropriators urge DHS to see if grants are improving security
http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=39505&dcn=e_gvet
Administrator Outlines FEMA FY 09 Budget Request
http://www.fema.gov/news/newsrelease.fema?published=1&id=42937
Environmental Tectonics Corporation's Simulation Division Contracted by New York City Office of Emergency Management to Deliver Advanced Disaster Management Simulator (New York)
http://biz.yahoo.com/prnews/080317/nem032.html?.v=42
Local man gets emergency manager honor (California)
http://www.thereporter.com/ci_8593935?source=rss
10 a.m.: Homeland security director starts (Indiana)
http://www.theheraldbulletin.com/local/local_story_077100730.html
Elected officials battle Homeland Security over Real ID
http://www.greatfallstribune.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080316/NEWS01/803160312
DHS works to expand, enhance visa waiver programs
http://www.fcw.com/online/news/151941-1.html?topic=homeland_security
YouTube for the intell community
http://www.fcw.com/online/news/151927-1.html
Homeland Security chief looks back, and forward
http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=39539&sid=60
Forget the Credit--Just Do It, Says Chertoff

http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2008/03/18/usnews/whispers/main3947997.shtml
FBI gets mixed review on terror watch list

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/23678022/
FEMA changes appeals process for hurricane rebuilding projects

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/tx/5627687.html
The Day after the Deputy CISO Left Work on a Gurney

http://www.csoonline.com/read/020108/col_und.html?source=nlt_csoupdate
State Works to Improve Emergency Preparedness on the South Plains (Texas)
http://www.kcbd.com/global/story.asp?s=8025272
Huntsville Public Safety Director Names Homeland Security Coordinator (Alabama)
http://www.waaytv.com/global/story.asp?s=8033549
Intruder invades Minn. homeland security office

http://www.twincities.com/ci_8603018?source=rss
Security tightened after Chinese embassy wall spray painted (District of Columbia)

http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20080318/pl_afp/chinaunresttibetrightsusprotests_080318025907
Do Americans Care About Big Brother?
http://www.time.com/time/nation/article/0,8599,1722537,00.html?xid=rss-nation
Disaster Relief for Artists

http://www.myamericanartist.com/2008/03/disaster-relief.html?imw=Y
Chicago Fusion Center Gives Police New Criminal Investigation Tools
http://www.govtech.com/gt/articles/261463?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Homeland%20Report_2008_3_18
Video Surveillance: A Market Poised for $46 Billion of Explosive Growth
http://www.govtech.com/gt/articles/275568?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Homeland%20Report_2008_3_18
Orlando airport hopes to ease congestion with self-select security lanes (Florida)
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/business/custom/tourism/orl-airport1908mar19,0,591313.story
Why can't the president fill two top terror jobs?
http://www.newsweek.com/id/124117/
Veteran prosecutor to be new White House homeland security adviser
http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=39556&sid=60
Triennial Disaster Drill Planned at Ariz. Airport
http://www.govtech.com/em/articles/275820
Tornado tests Gwinnett's emergency responders (Georgia)
http://www.ajc.com/services/content/metro/gwinnett/stories/2008/03/18/disaster_0319.html?cxtype=rss&cxsvc=7&cxcat=13
No sirens warned downtown of tornado (Atlanta, Georgia)
http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/metro/atlanta/stories/2008/03/19/sirens_0320.html
Texas city blocks feds from using access road to replace border fence

http://blogs.usatoday.com/ondeadline/2008/03/texas-city-bloc.html?loc=interstitialskip
Feds drop border fence suit against UT-Brownsville (Texas)
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/metropolitan/5633761.html
Pentagon to boost intel, cyber-protections to counter threats
http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=39555&sid=60
DeKalb County EMA director placed on leave (Alabama)
http://www.waff.com/global/story.asp?s=8010696
National hurricane guru addresses emergency conference in Hampton (Virginia)

http://hamptonroads.com/node/457379
Ex-Blanco aide wins levee board nod (Louisiana)

http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/metro/index.ssf?/base/news-27/120538660959150.xml&coll=1
Hawaii hospitals to take part today in bioterrorism drill

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080312/BREAKING01/80312015
Ventilator shortage is warning of potential crisis
http://www.startribune.com/local/16664391.html
Course combats disaster in the face of animal emergencies (Indiana)

http://www.rushvillerepublican.com/agnews/local_story_072090711.html?keyword=secondarystory
Court overturns producer's sentence in case about phony homeland security TV show
http://www.startribune.com/nation/16703431.html
FBI and Homeland Security revoke Spitzer’s security clearances (New York)

http://www.wnbc.com/news/15595221/detail.html?rss=ny&psp=news
U.S. tries to shut revolving door of illegal reentry
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-crackdown16mar16,0,611750.story
Terror detainee falsely held, lawyers say

http://www.cnn.com/2008/US/03/17/zubaydah/index.html
US accused of altering Gitmo evidence

http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20080313/ap_on_re_la_am_ca/guantanamo_military_trial
Helping small communities in a disaster
http://www.buffalo.edu/reporter/vol39/vol39n25/articles/SheridanDisasterPlan.html?print=1
Unused rooms cost Red Cross dearly, it says (California)

http://www.signonsandiego.com/news/metro/20080321-9999-1n21redcross.html
Transit system expands bus, trolley surveillance (California)
http://www.signonsandiego.com/news/metro/20080321-9999-1m21mts.html
Security guards go unpaid but stay at posts (California)
http://www.signonsandiego.com/news/metro/20080321-9999-1m21guards.html
Lawmaker to DHS: Step it up with fusion centers
http://www.fcw.com/online/news/151987-1.html
Registered Traveler takes off at Washington airports

http://www.fcw.com/online/news/151980-1.html?topic=homeland_security
Public Safety Top Priority in Pittsburgh (Pennsylvania)
http://www.govtech.com/em/articles/276459
Border Patrol Recruiters Look to Nation's Capital for Job Applicants
http://www.govtech.com/em/articles/276425
America the Resilient

http://www.foreignaffairs.org/20080301faessay87201/stephen-e-flynn/america-the-resilient.html
Chertoff names director of cybersecurity center
http://www.fcw.com/online/news/151996-1.html
GSA Awards $2.5bn Emergency Call Center Contract
http://uk.news.yahoo.com/cwire/20080321/ttc-gsa-awards-2-5bn-emergency-call-cent-78e70a2.html
Indian Point announces 'independent' safety review (New York)

http://www.lohud.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080319/NEWS/803190392
Texas Landowners Delay Border Fence
By CHRISTOPHER SHERMAN
The Associated Press
Sunday, March 16, 2008; 4:53 PM

McALLEN, Texas -- Some resistant South Texas landowners and a deliberate federal judge have come between the government and its goal of nearly 700 miles of Mexican-border fencing by the end of the year.

U.S. District Judge Andrew Hanen has ordered the government to negotiate with owners over the price of access to the land, an extra step that has slowed the project.

Most landowners in Arizona, California and Texas have allowed the government on their property, but some have refused, prompting the Department of Justice to sue.

Communities along the Rio Grande in South Texas have fought hardest. They fear being cut off from the river and agricultural lands and bristle at the imposition of a plan hatched in Washington, D.C.

Officials want to determine which properties they need and whether they have to buy the land or seize it through eminent domain. They also want to determine whether alternatives, such as lighting, more Border Patrol agents or technology would work better in some areas.

Most of the nearly 500 property owners in the fence's path gave voluntary access to their land and more than 30 miles of fencing has already been built.

Barry Morrissey, a U.S. Customs and Border Protection spokesman in Washington, D.C., said last week: "We remain optimistic that we can stay on schedule."

Not with the help of Hanen. He has repeatedly denied government motions for immediate access in Texas, and instead held hearings for property owners to voice their concerns before ultimately siding with the government.

One landowner has held up dozens of other cases for more than a month. The outcome could mean further delays for 38 more cases scheduled for hearings this week.

On March 7, Hanen gave the government two weeks to prove it had made a bona fide effort to negotiate a price for temporary access to Cameron County landowner Eloisa Tamez's property.

"I don't consider ... that they've negotiated with me when all they've done is contact me to sign a waiver," said Tamez.

On Tuesday, the government offered $100 for six months of access to Tamez's one acre, a remaining piece of a Spanish land grant to her family in El Calaboz, according to her attorney, Peter Schey.

But Schey said they will not agree upon a price until the government defines access. Will it be intrusive surveying, or will a house on the property have to be torn down or moved?

Schey, president of the Los Angeles-based Center for Human Rights and Constitutional Law, wants the government to negotiate with property owners who voluntarily signed waivers because they did not know they could negotiate.

Schey filed a countersuit on behalf of Tamez and is seeking class-action status for all affected property owners.

"In order for this wall not to be built on a foundation of illegality and lawlessness," property owners must have a chance to take back their waivers, Schey said. "They've been hoodwinked."
Team Will Track Pr. William's Illegal Immigration Crackdown (Virginia)
By Theresa Vargas
Washington Post Staff Writer
Monday, March 17, 2008; B01

With the nation watching, the impact of Prince William County's illegal immigration crackdown will be measured not by the county board that pushed for it, or the police officers who will enforce it, but by an independent team of college professors and criminologists.

At the heart of their evaluation will be a question that has never been explored: How does a community change when its police officers start checking citizenship?

The team of sociologists and law enforcement experts from the University of Virginia, James Madison University and the Police Executive Research Forum will spend the next two years examining the consequences of the policy, which requires officers to check the immigration status of crime suspects they think are in the country illegally. The policy went into effect March 3.

"We're sort of going in with a blank sheet of paper with a bunch of variables that we want to look at," said Chuck Wexler, executive director of PERF, a Washington-based think tank. "But, quite frankly, this is uncharted territory. And, as such, I think we have an obligation to tell it as we see it."

The team will analyze everything from police records to public sentiment. But how do you measure such a policy's success? If large numbers of illegal immigrants leave the county, were they driven out by police actions, out of fear or because there are fewer jobs in a flagging economy? If reported crime goes down, does it mean that fewer people are breaking the law or that more people are afraid to call authorities?

"Our interviews so far already show that different people in the county are expecting very different things from this policy," said Thomas M. Guterbock, a sociology professor at the University of Virginia and principal investigator for the research team. "We don't know what will happen, but we know that all of these things can't happen."

Even before the county directed the police department to write its enforcement plan last year, officials knew that measuring its impact would prove a slippery undertaking, that critics on either side of the emotional issue would view police as going too far or not far enough. Still, officials decided they must try. The evaluation process was written in as the third phase of the policy, following officer training and public education.

"The evaluation of any significant public policy change is important. Too often we put things in place, we pass laws and don't look back, or don't have systems in place to adjust and accomplish the goals that we set out," Police Chief Charlie T. Deane said. "We need to know how this impacts our overall mission of keeping the community safe."

County Supervisor Martin E. Nohe (R-Coles) said the goal of the evaluation is to ensure the policy is "legal, just and reasonable" -- words that have been uttered often in the months since the board gave its unanimous approval to the crackdown. The police department has stressed that racial profiling is prohibited and that the effort will focus on criminal suspects who are believed to be in the country illegally. Still, lawsuits are expected.

"We had to not just avoid racial profiling," Nohe said. "With this new focus on Prince William County, we had to also avoid the perception of racial profiling."

The research team will not only help the county ensure the policy is reasonable, he added, it will help establish a "reasonable measurement" to gauge its effectiveness. The team plans to look at how many people are reported to federal immigration officials under the policy and how many of those cases federal officials decide to pursue.

"If we come back in a year and determine not much has changed, or not much has changed for the better," Nohe said, "then we obviously will want to go back and revaluate the policy."

Without the evaluation, Corey A. Stewart, chairman of the Board of County Supervisors, said the county would have only anecdotal evidence to judge whether the policy is achieving its purpose: encouraging illegal immigrants already in the county to leave and discouraging others from coming.

"The message that we are sending about not tolerating illegal immigration, especially illegal immigrants who commit crimes, I think already that message is having an effect," Stewart (R-At Large) said. But "we will have a better understanding after a year, certainly after two, that it's working."

Stewart added that, in addition to protecting the county against racial profiling, he hopes the study will determine whether the policy is "cost-effective."

The board learned recently that the cost of the crackdown will be $6.4 million the first year, more than twice as much as estimated. The five-year cost is expected to be about $26 million.

Thomas Pulaski, the police department's project leader in charge of coordinating the effort with the research team, said the study is still in the design stages. Researchers plan to analyze police data, shadow officers on the streets and conduct interviews throughout the community. But what questions to ask and what numbers to analyze remain to be decided, he said.

For example, the team will gauge victimization rates by adding questions to the county's annual citizen satisfaction survey, but how best to word them? What is the best way to gauge if domestic violence victims are more hesitant to call police because they fear their illegal immigrant spouses will be deported?

"What are the intended and unintended impacts on the whole community?" Pulaski said. "This hasn't really been explored. We don't know."

Guterbock, who has conducted the satisfaction surveys for the past 15 years, wonders if the police department will maintain its historically high satisfaction rating. From year to year, he said, there has been very little difference between the perception of black, white and Hispanic residents, which is unusual in large jurisdictions.

Tim Carter, a professor at James Madison University and the criminologist member of the team, said his role will involve creating a 10-year base line of what policing in the county looked like before the policy and how it changes. He plans to do this by examining large sets of police data, such as calls for service, incident reports and community complaints.

"I don't have any particular question in mind that I am going in to look for," Carter said. "It's more the questions that might arise out of this broad scope of data. This policy is not strictly about policing, it's about a community. It's going to be very interesting to see how this plays out."

Pulaski said the undertaking appears to be unprecedented.

"We're breaking new ground in the country," Pulaski said. "The bottom line, when all is said and done, is this will be a blueprint for future research."

Anyone Want to Run This Joint? (Washington Post, Federal Page)
Federal Emergency Management Agency officials are knocking down a rumor that FEMA Administrator R. David Paulison is leaving in the next couple of weeks. The rumor had simmered among people who had heard him talking privately about his frustrations running the troubled agency.

Then last week he was a no-show for a scheduled speech at the National Emergency Management Association midyear conference here.

A former DHS official says: "Folks have had to talk David out of leaving, including the White House. They've asked him to stick around. He's tired, he's worn out. . . . Every time he thinks they've turned the corner, something else has popped up." The White House "would like him to stay until the bitter end if possible, certainly through hurricane season. . . . But he has been disillusioned."

No? Should We Bring Brown Back?
Speaking of FEMA, its external affairs shop (EA) -- especially the public affairs folks -- has gotten a bit of bad press. Morale has plummeted; the team is on a losing streak.

But not to worry! The EA Morale and Teambuilding Group is determined to turn this around and wants to know what its colleagues think. So it has sent around a survey. Please, get your answers in as fast as you can.

Most questions aren't difficult. For example: "Are you familiar with the goals and priorities of FEMA?" Just answer yes or no. "Do you know what the goal of EA is?" A good question.

Another question tests your "level of morale," ranking it from 1 ("I don't believe in the goal of EA nor do I believe in the people I work with") to 5 ("I believe strongly in the goal of EA and have full confidence in the people I work with"). The survey wants to know how people feel about agency resources, training opportunities, rewards and what "activities outside the workplace" you'd like to take part in "with . . . co-workers."

Listed suggestions include a birthday club, bowling, miniature golf, "Brown Back Lunch" and, our personal favorite, "Happy Hour."

Finally, "what do you think is the most important step FEMA EA can take to improve morale?"

Clean up New Orleans? Hold retreats in formaldehyde-laden trailers? Stop conducting surveys?

Statement of Administrator Paulison, Committed to FEMA and the American People

 

I am always amused when I read in the papers their insight into my thoughts – especially when they are simply speculation.  Some of you may have heard the media rumors from anonymous sources that I am disillusioned with our progress and that I am planning to leave in the next few weeks.  These assertions are simply not true.  The truth is I am excited about our progress and what you have accomplished in such a short time and have said so publicly and privately.  I am proud to be part of this growing, professional and dynamic organization.

Gossip columns typically get a lot wrong.  For example, I did attend the NEMA reception.  But my scheduled time to speak conflicted with my congressional testimony.  NEMA understood that my duty was to represent FEMA before Congress as they too were presenting before the committee.  In fact, I have been holding quarterly meetings with NEMA’s leadership and we are working together more closely than we ever have in the past.  This is just one sign of the progress we are making in building a New FEMA.

Just over two years ago, President Bush and Secretary Chertoff asked me to lead FEMA in a challenging time.  I serve at the pleasure of the President and remain committed to doing so – as I remain committed to you and our mission.  But as I have said over and over, in public and in private, it is the dedication of the staff and the hard work of our veterans and new employees that will help us to create the nation’s preeminent emergency management agency.

When the time comes for me to move on you will hear it from me and not a rumor mill or gossip columnist.  And on that day, I have no doubt that I will look back with pride at the work we have done together and the strong organization that we have built on behalf of the American people.  

After a Decade at War With West, Al-Qaeda Still Impervious to Spies
By Craig Whitlock
Washington Post Foreign Service
Thursday, March 20, 2008; A01

BARCELONA -- A decade after al-Qaeda issued a global declaration of war against America, U.S. spy agencies have had little luck recruiting well-placed informants and are finding the upper reaches of the network tougher to penetrate than the Kremlin during the Cold War, according to U.S. and European intelligence officials.

Some counterterrorism officials say their agencies missed early opportunities to attack the network from within. Relying on Cold War tactics such as cash rewards for tips failed to take into account the religious motivations of Islamist radicals and produced few results.

Since the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, officials said, al-Qaeda has tightened its internal security at the top, placing an even greater emphasis on personal and tribal loyalties to determine who can gain access to its leaders.

Alain Chouet, former chief of the security intelligence service of the DGSE, France's foreign spy agency, said it can take years for informants to burrow their way into radical Islamist networks. Even if they're successful at first, he said, new al-Qaeda members are often "highly disposable" -- prime candidates for suicide missions.

He said it might be too late for Western intelligence agencies, having missed earlier chances, to redouble efforts to infiltrate the network. "I think you cannot penetrate such a movement now," he said.

At the same time, those agencies have made their task harder by blowing the cover of some promising informants and mishandling others.

In January, Spanish police arrested 14 men in Barcelona who they suspected were preparing to bomb subways in cities across Europe. Investigators disclosed in court documents that the arrests had been prompted by a Pakistani informant working for French intelligence.

The revelation infuriated French officials, who were forced to withdraw the informant -- a rare example of an agent who had successfully infiltrated training camps in Pakistan. Spanish authorities expressed regret but said they had no choice; after they failed to find bombs or much other evidence during the arrests, the case rested largely on the informant's word.

"Suicide attacks don't allow for a lot of margin to make a decision," said Vicente Gonzales Mota, the lead prosecutor. "Acting after an attack would be a tragedy."

Ten years ago, on Feb. 23, 1998, Osama bin Laden issued a fatwa declaring it "the individual duty of every Muslim" to kill Americans and their allies around the world. Looking back, some U.S. and European intelligence officials said their governments had underestimated the enemy and thought they could rely on old methods to destabilize al-Qaeda.

During the Cold War, for example, the CIA had enjoyed some success in recruiting KGB moles and persuading Soviet officials to defect. The agency was also able to buy off Afghan warlords with suitcases of cash, persuading them to fight Soviet forces in the 1980s and to turn on the Taliban in 2001. A similar approach has worked, to a limited extent, against insurgents in Iraq: An informant's tip led directly to the death of Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, leader of the group al-Qaeda in Iraq, in 2006.

But al-Qaeda's core organization in Pakistan and Afghanistan has so far proved impervious to damaging leaks.

Part of the problem is that the CIA and FBI had very few Arabic-speaking officers who could handle or recruit informants. Instead of making it a priority to develop human sources, the agencies assumed they could rely on spy satellites and other high-tech tools.

Arab and Pakistani spy agencies, preoccupied with domestic politics and other threats, weren't much help either, officials said.

From 1992 until November 2004, "we worked side by side with the Egyptians, the Jordanians -- the very best Arab intelligence services -- and they didn't recruit a single person who could report on al-Qaeda," said Michael Scheuer, who in the 1990s led the CIA unit dedicated to finding bin Laden. He left agency in November 2004.

After Sept. 11, U.S. officials tried another tried-and-true tactic: offering huge rewards for information leading to the capture or death of al-Qaeda leaders, including $25 million apiece for bin Laden and his deputy, Ayman al-Zawahiri.

That lure, however, has proved largely ineffective in Pakistan and Afghanistan. No rewards have been publicly announced under the program in either country since Khalid Sheik Mohammed, the organizer of the Sept. 11 attacks, was captured in Rawalpindi, Pakistan, in March 2003.

Scheuer said money and other traditional inducements are unlikely to persuade Islamist radicals to betray a religious cause to which they are fervently committed. While people operating on the fringes of al-Qaeda -- arms suppliers, narcotics dealers and rival extremists -- might be tempted, he said, the chances are remote with people higher up the chain of command.

"We're still kind of stuck in the Cold War approach to this," Scheuer said. "This is a much more difficult target than the Soviets were. These people are true believers. They're living according to their beliefs, not in the lap of luxury."

Walled Off Against Spies
Since Sept. 11, 2001, the FBI and European law enforcement agencies have had some luck recruiting informants in their own countries, enabling them to break up alleged terrorist cells in Miami, New York, London and Copenhagen.

But al-Qaeda's central leadership in Pakistan has remained immune, in part by further tightening its already sophisticated internal security apparatus, current and former intelligence officials said.

Its recruiters cautiously seek out new operatives at training camps run by other radical groups, such as the Taliban. Those chosen are given specific assignments and rarely come into contact with high-ranking al-Qaeda figures. They must also pass extensive background checks, which usually require personal references from movement sympathizers, officials said.

Tribal or family connections are paramount, and certain categories of people automatically come under suspicion, officials said. For years, al-Qaeda avoided Algerian recruits, they added, because it was assumed that Algerian terrorist groups had been infiltrated by that country's security services.

"We're facing a very disciplined organization," said Louis Caprioli, former chief of international counterterrorism for France's domestic security service and now a consultant for GEOS, a global security firm. "These people have well understood they are the target of informants, so it makes it all the more difficult to penetrate them."

U.S. and European spy agencies have avoided sending their own undercover officers to training camps in Pakistan and Afghanistan, officials said.

Few operatives, they said, have the language skills, personal backgrounds and knowledge of radical Islam that would enable them to talk their way into the camps. Plus, the political consequences of having a spy unmasked by al-Qaeda would be enormous, they added.

Beyond that, undercover officers usually require an extensive support network that would be hard to sustain for the several years it might take to worm into the al-Qaeda hierarchy, said a former senior British intelligence official, who spoke on condition of anonymity.

Undercover operatives might also find themselves ordered by al-Qaeda to organize a suicide attack or kill someone. "Which you can't let them do," the former British official said. "You have an obligation to prevent it from happening."

Attempting to wiggle out of such an assignment would only raise suspicions. Al-Qaeda people are "very canny about this sort of thing," the former official said. "They have this preemptive and fairly brutal approach. If you're suspected of being an informant or agent, you're dead."

Recruiting outsiders to serve as spies has its own challenges. The United States and European countries have restrictions on hiring informants with shady pasts. In 1995, for instance, the CIA adopted guidelines that require special approval to recruit paid sources who have been accused of human rights abuses or serious crimes.

Partnering with such people, moreover, can backfire.

Last month, authorities in Casablanca arrested a Belgian-Moroccan citizen, Abdelkader Belliraj, and charged him with plotting terrorist acts. Investigators said he worked closely with al-Qaeda and had met in Afghanistan with Zawahiri, the network's deputy leader, in 2001. During his interrogation, according to Moroccan officials, Belliraj confessed to involvement in six unsolved murders in Belgium in the late 1980s.

The case exploded into a scandal a few days later when newspapers in Brussels reported that Belliraj had served as a paid informant for Belgium's domestic intelligence service, even as his network plotted assassinations and robbed armored cars in Europe.

'Inside the Jihad'
But counterterrorism officials maintain the hope that one day they will succeed in placing someone inside al-Qaeda. The network does have a vulnerability, they note: It remains dependent on a fresh flow of outsiders to replenish its ranks, and agents could be introduced into that flow.

On March 6, Mustafa Abu al-Yazid, an al-Qaeda commander, posted an audio recording on the Internet in which he advertised for recruits to fight NATO and U.S. troops in Afghanistan. The network has a particular need for engineers and doctors, he said, adding, "Your brothers in Afghanistan are waiting for you."

Al-Qaeda has also shown that it will accept newcomers from unusual backgrounds.

Adam Gadahn, a 29-year-old Californian with Jewish roots, moved to Pakistan after he converted to Islam a decade ago. He joined al-Qaeda a few years later and now serves as a propaganda adviser, in direct contact with Zawahiri and other top leaders. In 2006, he was indicted for treason by a U.S. grand jury.

In the mid-1990s, a Moroccan-born informant working for France's foreign intelligence service infiltrated two training camps in Afghanistan and forged a personal relationship with several high-ranking al-Qaeda figures.

The informant -- a wine-loving, tobacco-smoking Muslim with the gift of the gab -- found his way to the camps simply by showing up in Pakistan and asking around, according to a book he published in 2006 titled "Inside the Jihad."

Writing under the pseudonym Omar Nasiri, the informant said his French handlers had discouraged him from undertaking the mission because they doubted he could succeed.

"I was a gift that walked in the door, but they always underestimated me," Nasiri said in a recent interview. "I told them, 'You know, guys, I'm not doing even 10 percent of what I can do.' And it made them mad when I said that. But they knew I was right."

He was placed in a witness protection program in 2000. European intelligence officials confirmed that he had worked as an informant but would not discuss details.

In the interview, Nasiri said it would be very difficult, but not impossible, for paid informants to infiltrate al-Qaeda in South Asia today. "Every moment of my existence was a test, every little answer, every little movement," he recalled of his time in the camps. "You had to show complete devotion to the cause. If someone does all this to blend in, even if it is deception, the risk is that sooner or later he will believe it."

Campus Safety and Security

Middle school students plotted to murder classmates, kill themselves, Volusia says (Florida)
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/crime/orl-bk-plot031408,0,922130.story
Rumors of massacre plot swirl at DeLand Middle; nothing substantiated (Florida)
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/volusia/orl-bk-school032108,0,3565556.story
Police arrest four in MSU 'terrorism' fire (Michigan)

http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080312/METRO/803120409
Proposal takes aim at guns near schools (California)
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-safe18mar18,1,1293385.story
10,000 mourn slain UNC student president (North Carolina)

http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20080319/ap_on_re_us/student_president_killed
Boy who helped foil Pa. attack sentenced
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20080321/ap_on_re_us/student_arsenal
Police: Explosives Were In Davis Dorm Room (California)
http://www.kcra.com/news/15659206/detail.html
First responders practice for mass shooting in Chesapeake (Virginia)
http://hamptonroads.com/2008/03/first-responders-practice-mass-shooting-chesapeake
Updated: Six people in custody after shots fired on FAMU campus (Florida)
http://www.tallahassee.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080321/BREAKINGNEWS/80321031&referrer=FRONTPAGECAROUSEL 

Elementary Students Pass a Lesson In Safety Preparedness for a Twister (Maryland)
Scheduled Drill Came a Day After County Had a Tornado Watch

By Sebastian Montes
Gazette Staff Writer
Thursday, March 13, 2008; GZ05

It doesn't happen often, but last week, Montgomery County was under a tornado watch, making the previously scheduled exercise at Rachel Carson Elementary School in Gaithersburg the next day seem all the more relevant.

Shortly after 9:30 a.m. March 4, Principal Intern Yolanda Stanislaus got on the public address system and announced the school's first-ever tornado drill.

The 823 students hurried into hallways as teachers urged them into "turtle positions" -- kneeling on the floor with their foreheads down, their heads tucked against the wall and their hands over their heads to protect themselves against flying debris. The children held that position for several minutes as Stanislaus bustled among them in the hallways, her walkie-talkie blaring as she made sure all students were accounted for.

Montgomery County public schools began requiring that all schools conduct tornado drills this school year after a twister last March in Alabama ripped through a high school, killing eight students and injuring 50.

Like the rest of the county's more than 200 schools, Rachel Carson has a tornado plan that will be reviewed every year.

Although the risk is low, "We need to be prepared," said Bruce Hanson, a field security coordinator for the school system. Ten tornadoes touched down in the county from 1950 to 1998, according to National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration records. There were five from 1999 to fall 2007. No one died in those 15 tornadoes, according to records kept by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and no tornado was rated higher than a 2 on the 5-point scale for measuring strength, meaning the winds did not exceed 115 mph.

"But we still practice, because we need to make sure that the children we get in the morning go home in the afternoon in the same condition as much as we possibly can," Hanson said.

During the drill at Rachel Carson, Hanson took notes as he ran through his mental checklist of the safety plan. Did the children fit in the designated safe zones? Did they get there in an orderly fashion? How long did it take?

It took the children about three minutes to get to their safe zones. On average, the National Weather Service gives notice of a tornado-causing storm 16 minutes before it hits, Hanson said, but he cautioned that sometimes tornadoes strike without warning.

Overall, Rachel Carson got good marks despite a couple of bumps that are being worked out. It seems fifth-graders are bigger than the space allocated. Also, some of the smaller groups of children, such as those upstairs in the media center rather than their regular classroom, didn't know where to go for 45 seconds, ESOL teacher Mary Ann Szymkowiak said during a debriefing with Hanson after the drill.

"For our first run, I thought it was outstanding," Stanislaus said. "Really, that was the key of it, to make sure the children were not afraid, that it's not chaotic, that they've done it before."

Hanson now has every school under his supervision -- those in the Northwest, Poolesville, Quince Orchard and Seneca Valley clusters -- tornado-ready, just in time for peak tornado season, which runs from March through early July, according to the National Weather Service. Hanson said safety drills have been conducted at all the schools under his supervision.

Hanson takes the needs of each school into account when developing a tornado-response plan. At Rachel Carson, special considerations included the building's abundance of glass and getting 120 students and teachers in six portable classrooms into the main building.

"I can't stop flying glass," Hanson told the school's emergency team. "But what we can try to do is put our children in a position where the stop sign that gets ripped out of the ground and is flying through the air at 180 miles per hour [and] comes through these windows is not going to strike a child or a person."

Special Needs

For additional articles on this topic feel free to visit:

http://www.eadassociates.com/news.html or http://www.nod.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=Page.viewPage&pageId=1564
New Orleans' homeless rate swells to 1 in 25 (Louisiana)

http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/2008-03-16-neworleans-homeless-rate_N.htm?loc=interstitialskip
Ramping up her cause in San Francisco (California)

http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-ramp17mar17,1,2009695.story
Paterson sworn in as New York governor 

http://www.cnn.com/2008/POLITICS/03/17/ny.paterson/index.html
Emergency plans for special populations discussed (Missouri)

http://www.sedaliademocrat.com/news/emergency_7088___article.html/discussed_planning.html
KU Center Develops Online Disaster Training to Assist People with Disabilities (Kansas)
http://www.infozine.com/news/stories/op/storiesView/sid/27389/
More Seniors Are Learning To Use Computers
http://www.redorbit.com/news/technology/1295523/more_seniors_are_learning_to_use_computers/index.html
Hazard Research and News
Man in month-old Vegas ricin case wakes (Nevada)
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20080314/ap_on_re_us/motel_hazardous_material
Brother of man sickened by ricin speaks

http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/2008-03-17-ricin-mystery_N.htm
Ricin Case Cop Positive for Bean Derivative (Nevada)
http://www.fox5vegas.com/news/15658492/detail.html
2 dead as Ariz. 'white out' triggers major pileup

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/23669857/
Four die when NYC crane collapses (New York)

http://www.cnn.com/2008/US/03/15/crane.collapse/index.html?section=cnn_latest
Crane tragedy is just latest in a string of disasters at construction sites (New York)
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/2008/03/16/2008-03-16_crane_tragedy_is_just_latest_in_a_string.html
Bravest dig with their hands to find and rescue person from collapse (New York City, NY)
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/2008/03/17/2008-03-17_bravest_dig_with_their_hands_to_find_and.html
Crane disaster probers focus on recently-fined New Jersey contractor (New York City, NY)

http://www.nydailynews.com/news/2008/03/17/2008-03-17_crane_disaster_probers_focus_on_recently.html
Hundreds remain homeless as officials determine East Side buildings' safety (New York City, NY)

http://www.nydailynews.com/news/2008/03/17/2008-03-17_hundreds_remain_homeless_as_officials_de.html
Toll from NYC crane collapse hits 7
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20080317/ap_on_re_us/crane_accident
NYC OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT (OEM) PROVIDES UPDATE ON CITY’S RESPONSE TO EAST SIDE CRANE COLLAPSE
http://www.nyc.gov/html/oem/html/pr/08_03_17_crane_collapse.shtml
Inspector charged in deadly NYC crane collapse

http://www.cnn.com/2008/US/03/20/crane.accident.ap/index.html
Pentagon: Top al-Qaida figure in custody

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/23634666/
Rescuers search for Atlanta tornado victims (Georgia)

http://www.cnn.com/2008/US/03/14/storm.atlanta/index.html
Cov. Perdue declares State of Emergency (Georgia)

http://www.accessnorthga.com/detail.php?n=208038
Police to Atlantans: If you can, 'stay out of the city' (Georgia)

http://www.cnn.com/2008/US/weather/03/17/atlanta.tornado/index.html
Atlanta examines tornado damage (Georgia)
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20080317/ap_on_re_us/atlanta_storm
Saturday tornado hit N. Georgia with 150 mph winds 
http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/metro/stories/2008/03/17/ngatornado_0318.html
Volunteers, neighbors pitch in for tornado cleanup (Georgia)
http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/metro/atlanta/stories/2008/03/16/donate_0317_web1.html
Damage estimate to exceed $150 million (Georgia)
http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/metro/atlanta/stories/2008/03/15/damages_0315.html
Oakland Cemetary, clinic, Tabernacle hit hard (Georgia)
http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/metro/atlanta/stories/2008/03/15/landmarks_0316.html
Warning came 8 minutes before twister struck (Georgia)
http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/metro/atlanta/stories/2008/03/15/nowarning_0316.html
Tornado Caused Downtown Atlanta Hotel to Shift (Georgia)
http://www.wsbtv.com/tornado/15633673/detail.html
Seattle Earthquake Conference Tackles Tsunamis (Washington)

http://www.fema.gov/news/newsrelease.fema?id=42926
Katrina victims to sue FEMA and trailer manufacturers
http://www.hattiesburgamerican.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080317/NEWS01/803170320
Thousands could have been exposed to deadly gas on Tacoma's Tideflats (Washington)
http://www.thenewstribune.com/news/local/story/304409.html
Police Shoot Man at Boulder Community Hospital (Colorado)
http://cbs4denver.com/crime/boulder.hospital.threat.2.678767.html
Terror response: RAND study evaluates "novel" threats
http://www.gsnmagazine.com/cms/features/news-analysis/595.html
Drought eases, water wars persist

http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/environment/2008-03-17-water-wars_N.htm
Report: Tons of rock, sand piled on bridge just before collapse (Minnesota)
http://www.cnn.com/2008/US/03/18/bridge.collapse.report.ap/index.html
Wireless Sensors May Help Governments Monitor Health of Aging Infrastructure
http://www.govtech.com/gt/articles/261440?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Homeland%20Report_2008_3_18
Minnesota bridge ordered closed for safety concerns

http://www.cnn.com/2008/US/03/21/minnesota.bridge/index.html
Mayor still fears for New Orleans (Louisiana)
http://www.washingtontimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080313/NATION/846427224
FAA looking to see if airlines made safety repairs

http://www.cnn.com/2008/US/03/18/air.safety/index.html
Drenched Missouri girds for more flooding
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-mo-floods_thumar20,0,447693.story
13 dead, 3 missing in central USA floods

http://www.usatoday.com/weather/storms/2008-03-18-missouri-floods_N.htm?csp=34
Forecasters say widespread flooding looms, Feds warn Americans to be on “High Alert”

http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2008/03/20/tech/main3954458.shtml
Ark. Emergency Agency Says Hundreds Of Homes Damaged By Flooding
http://www.todaysthv.com/news/news.aspx?storyid=62631
Federal Government in Swift Response to Midwest Floods
http://www.fema.gov/news/newsrelease.fema?id=43005
Power surge leaves Las Vegas Strip in the dark (Nevada)

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/23702339/
50,000 acres ablaze in massive Texas wildfire

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/23703297/
US puts Somali Islamist group on terrorism list

http://africa.reuters.com/top/news/usnBAN924188.html
Rains helped, but South Florida's water emergency still a concern

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/local/southflorida/sfl-312drought,0,3703796.story?track=rss
Gays fear an influx of hate (California)

http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-hate16mar16,1,703560.story
Katrina aftermath erodes bayou culture (Louisiana)

http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20080316/ap_on_re_us/katrina_bayou_folk
WHO warns more TB cases slipping through detection net

http://www.physorg.com/news124992867.html
Pilot charged in San Francisco Bay Bridge spill (California)

http://www.cnn.com/2008/CRIME/03/17/sf.oiltanker.pilot/index.html
UCSD Scientists Develop Sensor for Homemade Bombs
http://www.physorg.com/news125069204.html
Rare explosion jolts Hawaii volcano 

http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20080320/ap_on_re_us/hawaii_volcano;_ylt=AoRc.KiAWPSkSizXeu4XhSlvieAA
Official says little debris created from shot satellite 

http://news.yahoo.com/s/nm/20080320/sc_nm/satellite_intercept_usa_dc;_ylt=Aq.y3gDVo4OxzLrncW1JhfAhANEA
Report: Rodents caused NV canal flood 

http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20080321/ap_on_re_us/canal_break
FAA Mandates Improved Black Boxes
http://www.aircargoworld.com/break_news/03202008c.htm
'70s radical-turned-housewife out of prison

http://www.cnn.com/2008/CRIME/03/21/sara.jane.olson/index.html
U.S. contractor under fire for Katrina jobs (Mississippi)
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/23692062/
New Report on Natural Disasters, Environment Along U.S. - Mexico Border
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/0/b1b145c9cb67714a85257411004a0208?OpenDocument
Emergency Plan Engages After Salmonella Outbreak (Colorado)
http://cbs4denver.com/local/alamosa.Salmonella.centennial.2.681842.html
March 18, 2008 

Katrina Trailer Lawsuit Targets FEMA, but Faces a Tall Legal Order

By Daniel Fowler, CQ Staff

Whether the federal government has to pay monetary damages to thousands of Gulf Coast residents living in formaldehyde contaminated FEMA travel trailers could come down to what’s known in legalese as the “discretionary function exception.”

“It’s easy to sue the government,” said Yale Law School professor Peter H. Schuck. “It’s not so easy to prevail against the government.”

On Tuesday, attorneys representing clients who allege they were adversely affected by high formaldehyde levels in trailers supplied by the Federal Emergency Management Agency were expected to file a master complaint against the agency and dozens of manufacturers in the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Louisiana. The complaint would consolidate a number of individual lawsuits, said Raul Bencomo, a New Orleans-based attorney, whose firm Bencomo and Associates, is representing plaintiffs in the case.

The discretionary function exception “is a major issue as to whether or not you are going to be allowed to sue the government or whether or not the judge is going to find that they are immune from liability,” Boston University law professor Nancy J. Moore said. “I think that’s what makes suing the government unique in anything other than a standard kind of fender bender automobile accident.”

Moore said that discretionary immunity prevents the federal government “from being second-guessed” on questions of policy. “Once it is determined that the immunity applies, the government does not have to spend public funds to defend its resolution of social policy issues,” Moore said.

Until 1946, the federal government was immune from lawsuits seeking monetary compensation in torts suits, but Congress waived that sovereign immunity to a certain extent in the Federal Torts Claims Act, said Schuck, who wrote a book called “Suing Government: Citizen Remedies for Official Wrongs.”

“If the lawsuit is challenging a decision that was made in the exercising of the federal government’s discretionary functions, then it continues to be immune. It is not part of the waiver,” said Schuck. “So the question here would be  . . .  are the decisions being challenged here by the plaintiffs discretionary decisions.”

In general, the courts have interpreted discretionary decisions to mean “some sort of policy choice being made by the officials,” Schuck said.

“If it’s part of a policy choice then it’s still immune,” the Yale professor said. “And  . . .  the policy could be a social policy or economic policy or some other kind of policy.”

Tony Buzbee, whose Houston-based law firm is representing plaintiffs in the case, said he expects the government will argue that providing the trailers was in their discretionary function. “That is just one of the many defenses that the government or manufacturers have raised or will raise,” he said. “We expect that will be an issue  . . .  and when they become an issue we will deal with it.”

Bencomo acknowledged that winning against the government would be difficult.

“The government always sets a high bar when individuals are seeking redress against them, but that is just something we are going to have to deal with because it is part and parcel of what we have to do for our clients,” he said.

To be successful, Schuck said, the plaintiffs will have to demonstrate that FEMA “wasn’t trading off the dangers of formaldehyde against some overriding policy consideration, and if they can show this violates some regulation or statute they would have a very strong case that this is not a discretionary decision and doesn’t trigger that exception.”

In addition to seeking monetary damages from the federal government, Bencomo said the lawsuit would also request other things from the government, including “medical monitoring or some program where individuals who have lived in these trailers can actually be followed and tested for long-term disease.”

FEMA spokesman James McIntyre declined comment on the lawsuit.

Last month, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommend that FEMA move people displaced by hurricanes Katrina and Rita from travel trailers and mobile homes in the Gulf Coast as quickly as possible based on formaldehyde testing in more than 500 of the temporary housing units. 

Results of testing in the 519 occupied travel trailers and mobile homes revealed that the average unit had much higher formaldehyde levels than normal indoor air levels.

A chemical used in the manufacturing of building materials and household products, formaldehyde at certain levels can cause eye, nose and throat irritation, attacks in asthmatic people and possibly cancer among other symptoms, according to the Environmental Protection Agency.

Public Safety Communications, Interoperability, 3-1-1 and 9-1-1 News 

Honor Your Dispatch Personnel – April 13-19 is National Public Safety Telecommunications Week 
www.npstw2008.wordpress.com
Oregon Public Safety Exercise Shows Value of Interoperable Communications in a Disaster

http://news.thomasnet.com/companystory/814609
MAYOR BLOOMBERG AND COMMISSIONER COSGRAVE CONGRATULATE 311 ON FIVE YEARS OF SERVICE (New York) 

http://www.nyc.gov/portal/site/nycgov/menuitem.c0935b9a57bb4ef3daf2f1c701c789a0/index.jsp?pageID=mayor_press_release&catID=1194&doc_name=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nyc.gov%2Fhtml%2Fom%2Fhtml%2F2008a%2Fpr082-08.html&cc=unused1978&rc=1194&ndi=1
Gov. Proclaims "9-1-1 Day in Georgia," Recognizes 9-1-1 Professionals, Young Heroes

http://www.govtech.com/em/articles/275614
FCC 700 MHz Wireless Spectrum Auction Comes to a Close 

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/23698621/
Election '08: The Candidates Stance on Mission-Critical Communications

http://mccmag.com/onlyonline.cfm?OnlyOnlineID=30
FCC Delays E9-1-1 Location Rules until March 2009

http://mccmag.com/news.cfm?lnNews=FCC%20Delays%20E9-1-1%20Location%20Rules%20until%20March%202009%20(3/13)#FCC%20Delays%20E9-1-1%20Location%20Rules%20until%20March%202009%20(3/13)
Consolidated 9-1-1 Shaves Guilford County, N.C. Response Times 

http://www.emsresponder.com/article/article.jsp?siteSection=1&id=7203
New Online Homeland Security Class for 9-1-1 Personnel

http://www.apcointl.com/institute/courses/trhs.htm
PEMA: Bucks 911 up to code (Pennsylvania)

http://www.phillyburbs.com/pb-dyn/news/113-03132008-1503275.html
Other
Crist signs bill to cut state's budget (Florida)
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/state/orl-bk-budget031408,0,1836247.story
Panel considers competing property tax relief proposals (Florida)
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/politics/orl-bk-taxrelief031708,0,849816.story
Florida to vote on property-tax cut in November
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/state/orl-proptax1808mar18,0,4386542.story
Recipe for Respect
http://www.governing.com/articles/0802federal.htm
Marine One production halted over costs
http://blogs.usatoday.com/ondeadline/2008/03/marine-one-prod.html
Cracked pillar shuts Philadelphia's I-95 for days (Pennsylvania)
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/23684974/
Report urges LAPD to change SWAT unit (California)

http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-swat18mar18,0,5852212.story
Chubb Establishes the Nation's Largest Private Wildfire Protection Network
http://biz.yahoo.com/prnews/080318/nytu036.html?.v=101
Region's vision of future focuses on Volusia (Central Florida)
http://www.news-journalonline.com/NewsJournalOnline/News/Local/newEAST03031808.htm
NIST Evaluates Firefighting Tactics in NYC High-Rise Test
http://www.govtech.com/em/articles/275892
OCVFC Proposal for Fire & Rescue Services (Ocean City, MD)
http://www.ocvfc.com/pressrelease/5/newsrelease.pdf
A quiet devotion to the lives of others (Boston, Massachusetts)
http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/articles/2008/03/13/a_quiet_devotion_to_the_lives_of_others/
Arctic flyovers lay groundwork for future operations
http://www.kodiakdailymirror.com/?pid=19&id=5955
International News Stories
Civil Preparedness

United States, Germany will share biometric data

http://www.fcw.com/online/news/151887-1.html?topic=homeland_security
Nigeria: U.S. Agency to Assist NEMA in Disaster Management

http://allafrica.com/stories/200803170683.html
Nigeria: U.S. to Assist NEMA with Disaster Tracking

http://allafrica.com/stories/200803180655.html
Nigeria: Sultan Makes Case for NEMA

http://allafrica.com/stories/200803210588.html
TERROR REPORT BLAMES CSIS (Canada)
http://www.nationalpost.com/news/Story.html?id=64740
South Africa: Country to Get Single Emergency Number on Track

http://allafrica.com/stories/200803180641.html
Namibia: Flood Response Angers President

http://allafrica.com/stories/200803180188.html
Build trust in security area, govt urged (Australia)
http://www.thewest.com.au/aapstory.aspx?StoryName=468619
Emergency Services won’t handle crisis: inquiry told (Australia)

http://canberra.yourguide.com.au/news/local/general/emergency-services-wonthandle-crisis-inquiry-told/1203556.html
Improved alerts for severe and extreme weather (United Kingdom)

http://www.gnn.gov.uk/content/detail.asp?NewsAreaID=2&ReleaseID=361225
Brown Brings Together U.K. Security Agencies to Fight Terrorism
http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601102&sid=avSOCTrLN3jU&refer=uk
Cameroon: Civil Protection Report Launched

http://allafrica.com/stories/200803180351.html
Benguela: Official Praises Head of State’s Role in Assistance to Floods Victims

http://www.angolapress-angop.ao/noticia-e.asp?ID=603475
IAEA tests Russia's emergency readiness

http://www.upi.com/International_Security/Emerging_Threats/Briefing/2008/03/18/iaea_tests_russias_emergency_readiness/3998/
Canada hires 100 more spooks to counter espionage, terrorism

http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20080313/wl_canada_afp/canadaintelligence_080313185213
Strengthening EU Preparedness against Epidemics: Dr. Ouzky MEP Opens Emergency Operations Centre At ECDC

http://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/100209.php
Exercise Ruaumoko concludes (New Zealand)

http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/PA0803/S00272.htm
Terror tackling: Canada assures India

http://www.rediff.com/news/2008/mar/12ajit.htm
‘India to support efforts to crush terrorism’

http://www.defenceindia.com/newsupdate/news125.html
Israeli official, Israel and US united in fight against terrorism  

http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/articles/2008/03/12/israeli_official_israel_us_united_in_fight_against_terrorism/
Counter-terrorism building blueprints found in trash (Canada)

http://www.nationalpost.com/news/story.html?id=389174
Info to help people with special needs prepare for emergency (Canada)

http://www.miltoncanadianchampion.com/news/article/161946
Volcano monitoring devices stolen, tampered with (Saipan)

http://www.saipantribune.com/newsstory.aspx?cat=1&newsID=78216
Indonesian emergency officials look to Solano

http://www.timesheraldonline.com/ci_8650456?source=rss
Government to tackle food security-Minister (Ghana)

http://www.accra-mail.com/mailnews.asp?id=4275
Hazard Research and News
Report: Anti-Semitism on the rise globally

http://www.cnn.com/2008/US/03/14/anti-semitism/index.html
Military: Al-Qaida remains deadly, alive in Iraq

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/23638351/
Bomb kills 39 in Iraqi city of Karbala (Iraq)
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20080317/ap_on_re_mi_ea/iraq
Woman bomber kills 3 in Iraq
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20080319/ap_on_re_mi_ea/iraq
Group claims responsibility for torched police cars (Canada)

http://www.canada.com/montrealgazette/news/story.html?id=dd9a3ba4-df92-4ee5-86e3-bc2e9a08dc39&k=60679
Explosion near US embassy in Yemen 

http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20080318/ap_on_re_mi_ea/yemen_attack
Researchers tackle computer terrorism threat (Australia)

http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2008/03/18/2193338.htm?section=business
Indonesia 'needs bird flu help'

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-pacific/7304557.stm
Bird Flu in Indonesia could mutate into Human form

http://www.physorg.com/news125065414.html
Canadian man pleads guilty to terrorism charge

http://www.ktuu.com/global/story.asp?s=8013268
Egyptian cleric urges bin Laden to surrender

http://www.adnkronos.com/AKI/English/Security/?id=1.0.1969289415
Kenyans fearful after toxic spill 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/africa/7294120.stm
Shallow quake rattles island south of Tokyo

http://news.yahoo.com/s/nm/20080314/sc_nm/japan_quake_dc;_ylt=Apa_22MOMTi1Rm.agGAAttEhANEA
Venezuela dares U.S. to put it on terror list

http://www.cnn.com/2008/WORLD/asiapcf/03/14/venezuela.us.ap/index.html
WHO warns more TB cases slipping through detection net

http://www.physorg.com/news124992867.html
Beijing shrouded in dust as sandstorm besieges capital
http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20080318/sc_afp/chinaweatherenvironmentdustoly2008_080318170805;_ylt=AjIUn5vx6CzEVWJA8u_BOJTPOrgF
Bin Laden warns EU over Prophet cartoons

http://news.yahoo.com/s/nm/20080319/wl_nm/security_binladen_dc
Forecasting Tsunami Threats through Layers of Sand and Time (India)
http://www.newswise.com/articles/view/538743/
Thirsty Jordan scrambles to find new water resources 

http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20080320/sc_afp/jordanenvironmentwater_080320185554;_ylt=AsgboQAlD7lk2KMSxQZ4lJbPOrgF
A thirsty planet looks for solutions to water shortage 

http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20080319/sc_afp/healthsciencetechnologywaterun_080319182032;_ylt=AiRPS5_8OE_xVoEw_PxIssjPOrgF
Official says little debris created from shot satellite 

http://news.yahoo.com/s/nm/20080320/sc_nm/satellite_intercept_usa_dc;_ylt=Aq.y3gDVo4OxzLrncW1JhfAhANEA
Hacking of Darfur activists' network probed

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/23729191/
Four FBI agents hurt in Pakistan bombing

http://www.cnn.com/2008/WORLD/asiapcf/03/16/pakistan/index.html
Magnitude 7.2 quake, three others, hit China 

http://www.cnn.com/2008/WORLD/asiapcf/03/20/china.quake/index.html
Car bomb explodes in Spain 

http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20080321/ap_on_re_eu/spain_bomb
International Affairs
Report 100 killed in Tibet riots

http://www.cnn.com/2008/WORLD/asiapcf/03/15/tibet.unrest/index.html
Tibet protests spread to other provinces

http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20080316/ap_on_re_as/china_tibet
Dalai Lama: China causing 'cultural genocide'

http://www.cnn.com/2008/WORLD/asiapcf/03/16/tibet.unrest/index.html
Wen denounces supporters of Dalai Lama (China)
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20080318/ap_on_re_as/china_tibet
China warns of "life and death struggle" over Tibet

http://news.yahoo.com/s/nm/20080319/ts_nm/china_tibet_dc
China tightens grip in Tibetan areas

http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20080320/ap_on_re_as/china_tibet
Official: 16 dead in Tibet riots

http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20080317/ap_on_re_as/china_tibet
American film crew kept from China protests

http://www.cnn.com/2008/WORLD/asiapcf/03/17/tibet.american/index.html
Dalai Lama to resign if violence worsens
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20080318/ap_on_re_as/china_tibet
Young Tibetans reject Dalai Lama's lead

http://www.cnn.com/2008/WORLD/asiapcf/03/18/tibet.independence/index.html
China blocks YouTube, reporters over Tibet news
http://news.yahoo.com/s/csm/20080318/wl_csm/osilence
Protesters 'surrender in Tibet'
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-pacific/7304144.stm
Tourist video shows riot, flames in Tibetan capital

http://www.cnn.com/2008/WORLD/asiapcf/03/19/tibet.video/index.html
UK: 'China ready to talk to Dalai Lama'

http://www.cnn.com/2008/WORLD/asiapcf/03/19/tibet.unrest/index.html
Tibetans dispute official claim of no riot deaths 

http://news.yahoo.com/s/nm/20080321/ts_nm/china_tibet_dc
Chinese troops converge in Tibetan areas
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20080321/ap_on_re_as/china_tibet
Pelosi calls on nations to protest China's hold on Tibet

http://www.cnn.com/2008/POLITICS/03/21/tibet.dalai.lama/index.html
Chinese hunt Tibetan protest ringleaders

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/23721220/
Tibet focus for Taiwan election 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-pacific/7308125.stm
China issues Most Wanted list of rioters
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20080321/ap_on_re_as/china_tibet
U.S. report links China arms sales to Darfur carnage

http://news.yahoo.com/s/nm/20080314/wl_nm/darfur_china_report_dc
Kosovo Serbs seize UN courthouse 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/7296262.stm
Kosovo clashes force UN pullout 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/7300015.stm
U.N. cop dies after Kosovo riot grenade attack

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/23685919/
Serbia's neighbours accept Kosovo 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/7304488.stm
Bush OKs supplying arms to Kosovo
http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20080319/pl_afp/uskosovodefensearmsrussiaserbia
New parliament opens in Pakistan 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/7299986.stm
Commentary: Momentous day for Pakistan, Bhutto's legacy

http://www.cnn.com/2008/WORLD/asiapcf/03/18/commentary.zardari/index.html
Top Defense commander hints at taking offensive actions in space, cyberspace (United States)
http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=39514&sid=60
Islamic summit seeks dialogue with Christian world
http://africa.reuters.com/wire/news/usnL14795696.html
‘New’ Ireland’s changes go more than skin deep
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/23636868/
Historic agreement for Israel, Germany

http://www.cnn.com/2008/WORLD/meast/03/17/israel.germany.ap/index.html
Somali UN peace force considered 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/7304275.stm
Riots in Athens as millions strike (Greece)

http://www.cnn.com/2008/WORLD/europe/03/19/greece.strikes.ap/index.html
Abbas accuses Israel of ethnic cleansing

http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20080314/ap_on_re_af/islamic_summit
Russian, US ministers to discuss non-proliferation, terrorism

http://www.itar-tass.com/eng/level2.html?NewsID=12473549&PageNum=0
UN drop in Iraq violence may not last

http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20080315/ap_on_re_mi_ea/iraq
5 years after Iraq's 'liberation,' there are worms in the water

http://news.yahoo.com/s/mcclatchy/20080316/wl_mcclatchy/2878538
Bush to hail prospect of Iraq "strategic victory" (United States)
http://www.yahoo.com/s/835230
Bush defiantly defends war in Iraq (United States)
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20080319/ap_on_go_pr_wh/bush_iraq
Report: World ignoring Iraqi refugee crisis 

http://www.cnn.com/2008/WORLD/meast/03/20/iraq.main/index.html
A look at the lives lost as U.S. deaths in Iraq near 4,000
http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/2008-03-20-iraq-4000-deaths_N.htm?loc=interstitialskip
McCain, Brown discuss Iraq war

http://www.latimes.com/news/politics/la-fg-mccain21mar21,0,2283477.story
Hardliners ahead in Iranian poll

http://www.cnn.com/2008/WORLD/meast/03/15/iran.elections.ap/index.html
Split conservatives hold Iran parliament
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20080316/ap_on_re_mi_ea/iran_elections
Bush erroneously says Iran announced desire for nuclear weapons 

http://news.yahoo.com/s/mcclatchy/20080320/wl_mcclatchy/2885810
Raid spotlights Colombia, Venezuela's different military philosophies

http://news.yahoo.com/s/mcclatchy/20080314/wl_mcclatchy/2879462
Korea's first astronaut hopes to make peace with North 

http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20080319/sc_afp/russiaskoreankoreaspaceiss_080319170206;_ylt=ArYVP84HDJ6W5OkV4MFtXuTPOrgF
Engineers without Borders bring tech to Villages with Power

http://www.wired.com/science/planetearth/news/2008/03/wind_turbine
Peace talks on Cyprus to restart 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/7308474.stm
Saudis to retrain 40,000 clerics

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/7308040.stm
France to reduce nuclear warheads 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/7308563.stm
Bickering Belgians Agree on a Deal to Stay One Country
By Molly Moore
Washington Post Foreign Service
Wednesday, March 19, 2008; A12

PARIS, March 18 -- Belgium's feuding political parties agreed Tuesday to form a coalition government after nine months of political chaos that threatened to carve the seat of the European Union into separate nations.

"It's a good deal for a government, with balanced measures," Yves Leterme, a Flemish Christian Democrat who is scheduled to become prime minister Thursday, told local RTBF radio after an all-night bargaining session among the country's five political parties.

The power-sharing agreement tackled the thorny issues of immigration, taxes and social policy, but it did not resolve the problem at the root of the crisis: demands from politicians in the prosperous, Dutch-speaking Flemish region in the north for greater autonomy from the economically depressed, French-speaking section in the south.

In a rare royal intervention, Belgium's King Albert II has been pushing the political parties -- two Flemish and three Francophone -- to find a way to set aside enough of their differences to create a coalition government capable of running the kingdom, which has been rudderless and consumed by political discord since national elections last June.

Early Tuesday, leaders of the five parties ended a marathon 21-hour session in which they reached agreement on enough social and economic issues to govern the country. They are still squabbling over how to allot cabinet seats.

The debate between the Dutch-speaking Flemings and the French-speaking Walloons has echoed other European struggles over national identity, the preservation of native culture and language, and competition in the global marketplace.

Flemish politicians have made major gains in local, regional and national elections in the past several years on platforms espousing greater autonomy for the more economically dynamic north. Even moderate Flemish politicians have embraced the idea of Flemish independence, or autonomy to the point of near-independence.

A poll for the Brussels daily La Libre Belgique last fall found that about 40 percent of respondents believed that their 177-year-old country would cease to exist within a decade because of its schisms.

The Walloons of the old industrial south, who consume a larger share of government welfare and other social payments, oppose giving their northern rivals what they see as disproportionate power.

In the June elections, the voting was so fractured that no party won enough seats to form a government. The king asked Leterme -- who won the most electoral college votes in the national Senate races -- to serve as prime minister and try to pull the parties together.

Instead, Leterme inflamed tensions with anti-Francophone comments. Eventually the former prime minister was asked to remain on the job until a government could be formed.

Now Leterme, 47, will become head of the government at a time when he has dismally low approval ratings. In a poll published Monday, only 10 percent of Francophones and 45 percent of Flemings said they had confidence in him as prime minister, according to Belgian news services.
For Germany's Former Communists, a Stunning Resurgence
By Craig Whitlock
Washington Post Foreign Service
Sunday, March 16, 2008; A20

BERLIN -- Nineteen years after the fall of the Berlin Wall, the old East German Communist Party is making a comeback.

Known these days simply as the Left, the ex-communists have broadened their appeal by playing to Germans' anxieties about globalization, wealth distribution and welfare cuts. After scraping along for years, the Left now draws the support of one in seven Germans, some polls show -- making it the third most popular party in the country and a potential kingmaker in next year's federal election.

The Left's rebound has stunned Germany's mainstream political parties, which had written off the ex-communists as a relic of the Cold War and long treated them as untouchable extremists. Instead, the Left has upended Germany's once stable political system, increasing the odds that it could come to power in a coalition government.

"After reunification, many pollsters predicted they would fade away," said Manfred Guellner, head of the Forsa research institute, a leading German pollster. "I've never been more uncertain about the future of German politics and the parties than I am now."

Most supporters of the Left live in economically struggling eastern Germany, where nostalgia remains strong for the years of communist rule. In the past several weeks, however, the party has won seats for the first time in regional parliaments in the western states of Hesse and Lower Saxony, as well as the city of Hamburg.

Its unexpected strength has led to gridlock in Hesse -- home of the nation's business capital, Frankfurt -- because no other political party has been able to scrape together a majority coalition without the resurgent Left. It's a scenario that analysts said could be repeated in September 2009, when national elections are likely to be held and Chancellor Angela Merkel's job will be up for grabs.

For now, the mood is giddy in the Left's party headquarters in eastern Berlin, located in the same building that housed the German Communist Party until 1933, when the Nazis came to power.

After years of ridicule, the Left's leaders are being taken seriously as a political force. But even they aren't sure how far they can go or whether their current success is a flash in the pan.

"The ultimate outcome is still a question mark," acknowledged Dietmar Bartsch, the Left party's general secretary and a member of Parliament. "We've had very strong success in the most recent elections. But the question is how long that will continue."

Since 2005, Germany has been ruled by what people here call a "grand coalition," a partnering of the two biggest parties: the Christian Democrats and the Social Democrats. The arrangement was forced after the Left scored 9 percent of the vote and made it impossible for either of the big parties to form their usual ruling partnerships.

The coalition has proved unwieldy, forcing both sides to water down their agendas as they struggle to share power. The prime beneficiary has been the Left, which has stepped into the void as the country's leading opposition group. "The grand coalition has been a good thing for our party's development," Bartsch said.

The biggest loser has been the Social Democrats, whose approval ratings have plummeted. The party has historically drawn its strength from labor unions and other groups supportive of a welfare state. But defections to the Left have accelerated since Gerhard Schroeder, the last Social Democratic chancellor, approved a series of cuts in jobless and pension benefits starting in 2003.

"The Social Democrats are performing very badly at the moment," said Gero Neugebauer, a political science professor at Berlin's Free University. "The public mood in Germany is bad. People believe they will not benefit from globalization, but will suffer instead. They think they'll lose their jobs," he added, even though the number of unemployed Germans has shrunk by more than one-fifth since 2005.

Although the Social Democrats have pledged never to form an alliance with the Left on the national level -- a reflection of how the communist label still repels most Germans, especially in the western part of the country -- analysts aren't convinced.

"In the long run, it's inevitable for the Social Democrats to ally themselves with the Left," Neugebauer said. "They can't avoid it."

The Left calls for a full restoration of welfare benefits that have been cut in recent years, a shorter workweek, a minimum national wage and a "wealth tax" on the personal assets of rich people. The party calls itself an alternative to "unbridled capitalism" and doesn't apologize for its communist past, though it does condemn the Stalin years as "a criminal abuse of socialism," according to a platform adopted by Left leaders last year.

On foreign policy, the Left calls for closer ties with Cuba and Venezuela and has harsh words for the "imperialist" United States.

Its critics warn that if it came to power, the Left would soak the rich with higher taxes and withdraw Germany's military from international commitments, including peacekeeping operations in Afghanistan, Lebanon and Africa.

Andreas Schockenhoff, a deputy parliamentary leader for the Christian Democrats, accused the Left of having no real plan for governing. He said Germany's other parties have a responsibility to treat the Left as an outcast, the same way they shun neo-Nazi groups that occasionally win seats in state legislatures.

"They are playing a role of obstruction and protestation," Schockenhoff said of the Left in an interview. "It is a populist approach, very demagogic. They want to blame any political change in our system on globalization and are outside the democratic consensus that we had until now."

Also dogging the Left are persistent allegations and evidence that some of its leaders were friendly with the Stasi, the dreaded East German secret police.

The suspicions arose again last month when a freshly elected Left member of Parliament in the state of Lower Saxony told a television station that the Stasi had done a good job guarding against "reactionary forces." The legislator, Christel Wegner, also made the dubious claim that the Berlin Wall was meant to keep Westerners out of East Germany, instead of vice versa. She was forced to quit a few days later.

Bartsch, the party's general secretary, said the Left needed to lay such doubts to rest.

"We have to be a serious party," he said. "We are committed to acting in a democratic way. For us, change in society is only possible through democracy -- no ifs, ands or buts."

Expenses At U.N. Balloon 25 Percent
U.S. Demands on Body Help Drive Up Budget

By Colum Lynch
Washington Post Staff Writer
Friday, March 21, 2008; A01

UNITED NATIONS -- Despite long-standing efforts by successive U.S. administrations to rein in U.N. spending, the United Nations this month presented its top donors with a request for nearly $1.1 billion in additional funds over the next two years -- boosting current U.N. expenses by 25 percent and marking the global body's highest-ever administrative budget, according to internal U.N. memos.

Much of the increased spending flows from Bush administration demands for a more ambitious U.N. role around the world. During President Bush's tenure, the United States has signed off on billions of dollars for U.N. peacekeeping operations in Sudan and elsewhere, and authorized hundreds of millions for U.N. efforts in Afghanistan and Iraq, where U.N. officials helped organize elections and draft a new constitution.

U.N. administrative costs have more than doubled, to about $2.5 billion a year, since Bush took office, while peacekeeping expenses have increased threefold, with nearly 110,000 peacekeepers in 20 overseas missions at a 2008 cost of about $7 billion.

"This is a breakdown of a 20-year-long effort to rein in U.N. spending," said John R. Bolton, who served as U.S. ambassador to the United Nations early in Bush's second term. "What happened in the late part of the Clinton administration, but most spectacularly in the Bush administration, is that the principle of zero nominal growth broke down completely."

That principle required the United Nations to maintain its administrative budget at the same level each year, meeting the costs of inflation through spending cuts.

The additional funds in the latest request would be used to renovate the landmark U.N. headquarters in New York, fund war-crimes investigators in Lebanon and pay $100 million to build a reinforced, attack-resistant U.N. headquarters building in Baghdad. But they would also be used to pay nearly $7 million for a 2009 anti-racism conference in Durban, South Africa, which Washington believes would serve as a forum to bash Israel.

The United States pays for 22 percent of the U.N. administrative budget and about 27 percent of peacekeeping costs, and it has vowed to press member states and the U.N. Secretariat to seek cost savings. Zalmay Khalilzad, the U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, insists that the organization will have to find savings or live without its new programs. "I want to have a Ferrari, but if I can't afford it I would have to take something else or defer" additional spending, he said. "There have to be trade-offs; there has to be savings from reforms."

During the 1990s, congressionally required budget caps severely restricted the growth of U.N. expenses, and lawmakers enforced fiscal discipline by withholding more than $1 billion in U.S. dues. But administration officials now concede that they have limited leverage, because the bulk of the money in the latest U.N. supplemental request would fund missions and initiatives that Washington either approved or helped create.

On the eve of the U.S.-led invasion of Iraq, Bush spoke before the U.N. General Assembly and challenged the institution to enforce the resolution requiring Saddam Hussein to disarm, suggesting that the institution's reason for being was at stake: "Will the United Nations serve the purpose of its founding, or will it be irrelevant?"

Bush sent Bolton to the United Nations as ambassador in August 2005 to cut costs, bring discipline to the sprawling agency and "help the U.N. reform itself to renew its founding promises for the 21st century," as the president put it. Bolton's first act was to negotiate a landmark U.N. reform pact by world leaders that included a new audit board and a U.N. ethics office aimed at improving accountability and oversight over U.N. spending. But such reforms proved expensive, adding more than $100 million in management costs over the next two years. The United States had hoped to defray some of those costs by eliminating other U.N. programs, but the effort was blocked by a group of developing countries.

The cost of managing international crises also spiraled. In August 2006, Bolton helped negotiate a cease-fire agreement to end the Lebanon war between Israel and Hezbollah militants, and approved $700 million a year for a peacekeeping force to help enforce it. Bolton acknowledged that the United States has largely abandoned the key tool it had used to hold down U.N. budgets since the mid-1980s: congressionally driven threats of withholding U.S. dues.

U.N. Secretary General Ban Ki-moon, a close ally of the Bush administration, has yielded to U.S. appeals for assistance in Iraq and Afghanistan. Ban recently approved the largest expansion of U.N. activities in Iraq in years, which suffered a blow with the deadly 2003 attack against the U.N. office in Baghdad. The United Nations will spend more than $250 million on Iraq and Afghanistan, a figure that that does not include costly U.N. relief operations for more than 1 million refugees.

At the same time, the United States has agreed to fund many of Ban's preferred initiatives, as well, including expanding the U.N. peacekeeping and political affairs departments, at a cost of tens of millions. Washington has even contributed to U.N. initiatives it disdains, including the Geneva-based Human Rights Council, which the White House has dismissed as soft on despots and biased against Israel.

But the United States has also grown frustrated with Ban's inability to find cost savings. "The special political missions are very important," said a senior U.S. official, who was not authorized to speak publicly. "But to date, member states and the U.N. Secretariat itself have not had the political will to prioritize their spending."

Every two years, the secretary general presents the 192-member General Assembly with a budget proposal. The member states traditionally adopt the budget by consensus after making revisions. In response to unforeseen crises, the U.N. membership has previously authorized supplemental funding, but the figures have never approached the sum currently being requested.

In October, Ban told the General Assembly's budget committee that his administrative budget for 2008-2009 represented a modest increase -- half a percentage point -- over the previous budget. "That is not much, considering the demands upon us," he said. But Mark D. Wallace, the U.S. representative to the United Nations for U.N. management and reform, voted against the $4.17 billion budget in December, warning that subsequent supplemental requests would make it "the largest regular budget in the history of the U.N."

The U.N. member states pushed ahead, adopting a budget that excluded nearly $300 million in programs favored by the United States. Those costs are now included in the $1.1 billion U.N. supplemental request.

"This is not the way to do a budget," Khalilzad said.

The U.N. comptroller, Warren Sach of Britain, defended the increases, saying that most of the costs were attributable to reform initiatives approved by Bush and other world leaders and decisions by the U.N. Security Council, where the United States wields veto power. Sach said that more than 10 percent of the supplemental proposal reflected inflation and the costs of running large operations in Europe with a weak U.S. dollar.

"The U.N. Secretariat largely has no control over the level of expenditure requirements," Sach said last month in a confidential memo to Ban's chief of staff, Vijay Nambiar.

Takahiro Shinyo, Japan's deputy ambassador, said that his government will press the U.N. budget committee to slash the latest request and, if necessary, delay approval of some programs until the next budget cycle in 2010. "We are not acquiescing; we are not automatically agreeing," he said. "We will be questioning and proposing ideas for reductions."

Some observers predicted that while the final budget may include cost savings, the vast bulk of it will probably sail through. "As a rule of thumb, they usually get about two-thirds of what they want," said Edward Luck, a historian of the United Nations and adviser to Ban. "Major donors are concerned, but at end of the day, they value what the organization does, and they have a lot of their own priorities they are pushing for in the budget."

Global Warming/Climate Change News Articles (U.S. and International)
Academic wants more research on climate change preparation

http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2008/03/17/2191431.htm
Academia crosses disciplinary lines to address global warming

http://www.iht.com/articles/2007/12/25/business/climate.php
EPA's New Ozone Limit: Not Enough? (United States)
http://www.time.com/time/health/article/0,8599,1722343,00.html?cnn=yes
EPA Cost Analysis Fuels Debate over Global Warming Bill (United States)
http://www.cqpolitics.com/wmspage.cfm?docID=news-000002688685
Air Force to perform first supersonic flight using synthetic fuel blend (United States)

http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=39553&sid=60
EU leaders commit to agreeing climate change package by year end

http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20080314/sc_afp/eusummitclimateenvironment_080314170529
Blair on mission to break climate talks deadlock

http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20080314/sc_afp/japang20climatewarming_080314141619;_ylt=AoPCq6WKfYuKMp3IY.X02LrPOrgF
White House played role in smog rule (United States)
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20080314/ap_on_go_pr_wh/dirty_air;_ylt=AvzWNyLGhtyhTbKDx_TgZ.xvieAA
Rich, poor nations clash at climate talks

http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20080316/sc_afp/japang20climatewarming_080316043022
UN: World's glaciers melting faster

http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20080316/ap_on_sc/un_melting_glaciers;_ylt=Ajd9Sbs8ehUDAiPsgD2WP7pvieAA
Dubai to join 'Earth Hour' blackout

http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20080318/sc_afp/climatewarminguaedubai_080318144933;_ylt=ApBuLFF3ZuAzJ_e_jZANiUXPOrgF
Rainforest Climate Change Sensor Station Goes Wi-Fi

http://www.sciam.com/article.cfm?id=rainforest-climate-change
US election boosts prospects for climate deal: bank 

http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20080320/sc_afp/climateenvironmentusvotelehman_080320172457;_ylt=AgD3vPMpbli6H5elpr2i77HPOrgF
Old photos document early spring in East 

http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20080319/ap_on_sc/spring_east;_ylt=AkJ6fEQXqlng6uepOKaez0tvieAA
Global warming rushes timing of spring
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20080319/ap_on_sc/warming_spring
Reports
Science and the Storms: the USGS Response to the Hurricanes of 2005

http://pubs.usgs.gov/circ/1306/
Facing the Challenge: Fire Chief’s Flooding Review 2008 (United Kingdom)
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/fire/pdf/725360
GAO Report, Homeland Security:  DHS Improved its Risk-Based Grant Programs’ Allocation and Management Methods, but Measuring Programs’ Impact on National Capabilities Remains a Challenge 

http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-08-488T
City and County of San Francisco, CA Department of Emergency Management, January 2008 Winter Storm Event Summary Report

http://www.sfgov.org/site/uploadedfiles/oes/Event%20Summary%20-%20Winter%20Storm%20010408.pdf
City and County of San Francisco, CA Department of Emergency Management, 2007 Cosco Oil Spill Final After-Action Report

http://www.sfgov.org/site/uploadedfiles/oes/SF%20Bay%20Oil%20Spill%20AAR%20031208%20Final.pdf
Five Years Later, a Hidden Crisis: Report of the IRC Commission on Iraqi Refugees

http://www.theirc.org/resources/2008/iraq_report.pdf
Natural Disasters and the Environment along the U.S. - Mexico Border
http://www.epa.gov/ocem/gneb/gneb11threport/English-GNEB-11th-Report.pdf
Department of Homeland Security, Exhibit 300 Public Release BY09/OHA-NBIS, National Bio-Surveillance Integration System (2009) 
http://www.dhs.gov/xlibrary/assets/mgmt/e300-oha-nbis2009.pdf
Additional Information
International Association of Emergency Managers Live Learning Center

http://www.softconference.com/iaem/
Emergency Information Infrastructure Virtual Forum

http://www.emforum.org/
Florida Division of Emergency Management External Affairs Website

http://www.floridadisaster.org/externalaffairs/
Florida Division of Emergency Management, Training and Exercise Website

http://www.floridadisaster.org/Preparedness/TrainingandExercise/index.htm
FEMA, National Advisory Council Website

http://www.fema.gov/about/nac/
U.S. Department of Homeland Security Leadership Journal

http://www.dhs.gov/journal/leadership/
Green is Universal

http://www.greenisuniversal.com
United Nations, Office of the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs Website

http://ochaonline.un.org/
United Nations Platform for Space-based Information for Disaster Management and Emergency Response (UN-SPIDER)
http://www.unoosa.org/oosa/unspider/index.html
Principles of Emergency Management

http://www.iaem.com/publications/documents/EMPrinciples091107.pdf
Disaster Zone: Emergency Management in the Blogosphere (Eric Holdeman’s Blog Site)

http://www.disaster-zone.com/
Southern Poverty Law Center, Intelligence Project Website

http://www.splcenter.org/intel/intpro.jsp
Social Problems Perspectives, Disaster Research and Emergency Management:  Intellectual Contexts, Theoretical Extensions, and Policy Implications

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/docs/Drabek%20-%20Quarantelli%20Theory%20Award%20Lecture%20-%20Social%20Problems%20.doc
National Disaster Life Support Foundation Website

http://www.ndlsf.org/common/content.asp?PAGE=137
Cyber Storm: Securing Cyber Space Website

http://www.dhs.gov/xprepresp/training/gc_1204738275985.shtm
Tornado plows through downtown Atlanta (Photo Gallery)

http://news.yahoo.com/nphotos/Tornado-plows-through-downtown-Atlanta/ss/events/us/031508atlantastorm
Tornado trashes Atlanta (Interactive Presentation)

http://www.cnn.com/2008/US/03/15/storm.atlanta/index.html#cnnSTCOther1
Fire Department of New York, NY Photo Gallery of Crane Collapse in Manhattan

http://www.nyc.gov/html/fdny/html/units/photo/galleries/2008/031708a/031708a_01.shtml
NY Times, Manhattan Crane Collapse Photo Gallery
http://www.nytimes.com/slideshow/2008/03/15/nyregion/0315-CRANE_index.html
EMAP Pre Assessment Deployment Pilot for Local Programs

http://www.emaponline.org/?384
New York City, NY Police Department Multimedia Library

http://www.nyc.gov/html/nypd/html/pr/videos.shtml
FACTS AND FIGURES ABOUT SEVEN YEARS OF HOMELAND SECURITY SPENDING Working Paper

http://www.mercatus.org/repository/docLib/20080304_WP0802.pdf
CLEER Impact, Emergency Impact Simulator

http://cleerimpact.keigansystems.com/
Public Weather Warnings for Canada
http://www.weatheroffice.gc.ca/warnings/warnings_e.html
Penn State University Homeland Security Initiative

http://homelandsecurity.psu.edu/
IS-803 Emergency Support Function (ESF) #3 – Public Works and Engineering Independent Study Course
http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/IS803.asp
Survive an Avalanche (How-To-Guide)
http://howto.wired.com/wiki/Survive_an_Avalanche
Top 10 Outdoor Survival Tools

http://blog.wired.com/wiredscience/2008/03/top-10-survival.html
2008 Bill Watch for Virginia Emergency Managers

http://www.vaemergency.com/newsroom/08legsummary.cfm
United Kingdom’s National Security Strategy
http://interactive.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/documents/security/national_security_strategy.pdf
CNN, Planet in Peril: Environmental Coverage

http://www.cnn.com/SPECIALS/2008/planet.in.peril/
New York University CCPR Katrina Projects Website

http://www.nyu.edu/ccpr/katrina/
Upcoming TRB Webinar: Climate Change, Impacts on U.S. Transportation, and Adaptation Strategies
http://www.trb.org/news/blurb_detail.asp?id=8775
Women and Disasters, From Theory to Practice (New Book)
http://www2.xlibris.com/bookstore/bookdisplay.asp?bookid=24261
U.S. Fire Administration, Firefighter Autopsy Protocol
http://www.usfa.dhs.gov/downloads/pdf/publications/firefighter_autopsy_protocol.pdf
Florida Division of Emergency Management, Spring 2008 Newsletter
http://www.floridadisaster.org/documents/08DEMSpringNewsletter.pdf
City of Chicago, IL Office of Emergency Management and Communications Website

http://egov.cityofchicago.org/city/webportal/portalEntityHomeAction.do?BV_SessionID=@@@@1554276720.1204560644@@@@&BV_EngineID=cccfadedhgeekmfcefecelldffhdfgk.0&entityName=Emergency+Communications&entityNameEnumValue=12
House Committee on Homeland Security, Full Committee Markup: “Chemical Facility Anti-Terrorism Act of 2008.”  Washington, DC: March 6, 2008. Chair Statement, Committee Action Report, and recorded feed accessed at: 
http://homeland.house.gov/Hearings/index.asp?ID=120
House Committee on Homeland Security, Partnerships in Securing Critical Infrastructure.  Washington, DC: Subcommittee on Transportation Security and Infrastructure Protection, March 12, 2008. Prepared statements and video feed accessed at: 

http://homeland.house.gov/Hearings/index.asp?ID=121
Global Avian Influenza Network for Surveillance

http://www.gains.org/
House Committee on Homeland Security, Rescheduled “Homeland Security Intelligence at a Crossroads: The Office of Intelligence and Analysis’ Vision for 2008.”  Washington, DC: Subcommittee on Intelligence, Information Sharing and Terrorism Risk Assessment, February 26, 2008.  Prepared statements and recorded video feed accessed at:  http://homeland.house.gov/Hearings/index.asp?ID=114   

House Committee on Homeland Security, “Making Homeland Security Intelligence Work for State, Local, and Tribal Partners: An Interagency Threat Assessment Coordination Group (ITACG) Progress Report.”  Washington, DC:  Subcommittee on Intelligence, Information Sharing and Terrorism Risk Assessment, March 13, 2008. Prepared Statements and recorded feed accessible at: 
http://homeland.house.gov/Hearings/index.asp?ID=122 

House Committee on Homeland Security, Field Hearing:  “The State of Interoperable Emergency Communications Along the Texas Border.”  Washington, DC:  Subcommittee on Emergency Communications, Preparedness, and Response, February 19, 2008. Prepared statements at: http://homeland.house.gov/Hearings/index.asp?ID=115 

Department of Homeland Security.  Testimony of Dr. Kimothy Smith, Acting Director of the National Biosurveillance Integration Center before the Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee, Subcommittee on Oversight of Governmental Management, the Federal Workforce, and the District of Columbia (Forestalling the Coming Pandemic: Infectious Disease Surveillance Overseas).  Washington, DC:  October 4, 2007. Accessed at: http://www.dhs.gov:80/xnews/testimony/testimony_1191608625983.shtm 

House Committee on Homeland Security, Nuclear Smuggling Detection:  Recent Tests of Advanced Spectroscopic Portal Monitors.  Washington, DC:  Subcommittee on Emerging Threats, Cybersecurity, and Science and Technology, March 5, 2008. Prepared statements and video feed accessed at: 
http://homeland.house.gov/Hearings/index.asp?ID=119 

Department of Homeland Security, Testimony of Mr. Vayl S. Oxford, Director, Domestic Nuclear Detection Office before the House Committee on Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations "Nuclear Terrorism Prevention: Status Report on the Federal Government's Assessment of New Radiation Detection Monitors."  Washington, DC: September 18, 2007. Accessed at: http://www.dhs.gov:80/xnews/testimony/testimony_1190146399721.shtm 

Other prepared statements from this hearing can be accessed at:  http://energycommerce.house.gov/cmte_mtgs/110-oi-hrg.091807.NuclearTerrorism.shtml 

Department of Homeland Security, Testimony of Dr. Til Jolly, DHS Associate Chief Medical Officer for Medical Readiness Before the U.S. House of Representatives Committee on Homeland Security Subcommittee on Emerging Threats, Cybersecurity, and Science and Technology [ Hearing on] Beyond the Checklist: Addressing Shortfalls in National Pandemic Influenza Preparedness.  Washington DC:  September 26, 2007. Accessed at: http://www.dhs.gov:80/xnews/testimony/testimony_1190842943166.shtm 

Protecting the Protectors: Ensuring the Health and Safety of 1st Responders in the Wake of Catastrophic Disasters, Congressional Hearing, September 20, 2007.  Prepared Statements for the Record at: 

http://homeland.house.gov/Hearings/index.asp?ID=87 

Remote Community Alert Systems Program
This program represents a NOAA/NWS effort to provide for outdoor alerting technologies in remote communities effectively underserved by commercial mobile service for the purpose of enabling residents of those communities to receive emergency messages. These activities will engage the private sector, academia, and States in opportunities and technologies to further disseminate emergency messages. This program is a contributing element of the Warning, Alert, and Response Network (WARN) Act. NOAA's program is designed to complement other agency contributions to that national effort. The Federal Communications Commission has defined a remote area to consist of a county with a population density of 100 persons per square mile or less, based on the most recently available Census data. Also, commercial mobile service means those services that are required to provide E911 services in accordance with Section 20.18 of the Commission’s rules. Effectively underserved identifies remote communities that do not receive commercial mobile service as demonstrated by coverage maps, technical analysis, field tests, or any other reasonable means." 


Eligible applicants are States and Tribal Communities only.  If State EMAs have questions, they directly communicate with craig.hodan@noaa.gov or 301-713-9480 x187.  Craig is in NWS Headquarters Office of Operational Systems lead for this grant.  Your NWS Warning Coordination Meteorologists have also been provided information on this grant. 

Grant awardees will receive awards from $50,000 to $250,000.  Anyone interested in finding out more information on this grant opportunity, please go to Grants.gov and find Funding Opportunity # NWS-NWSPO-2008-2001322 (http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do;jsessionid=HpyBqFJhBnTsBp63pLXGQX0fKQMszh1pnXQj8LCWVMxz63dCBfqh%211058091295?oppId=16826&flag2006=true&mode=VIEW).  The closing date for applications is April 11, 2008.
House Hearing, Is FEMA on Right Track? 
Written Testimonies and Photo Gallery
http://www.iaem.com/publications/news/news.htm#webcast031308
Highlights of Larry Gispert’s Oral Testimony
On PFO Position:  “We…appreciated the Committee including bill language prohibiting the funding for any position designated as a Principal Federal Official (PFO) in a Presidentially declared disaster or emergency in your FY 2008 Appropriations Act. We urge you to include this same limitation in the FY 2009 bill. IAEM has consistently opposed the appointment of PFOs. Instead, our members want the Federal Coordinating Officer (FCO) to have unambiguous authority to direct and manage the federal response in the field. It is absolutely critical for state and local officials to have one person empowered to make decisions and coordinate the federal response in support of the state….” 

On EMI:  “We also want to emphasize our strong support for the Emergency Management Institute (EMI) – once the “crown jewel” of the emergency management profession. More recently, however, it has fallen on hard times. For decades, EMI was charged with establishing and promoting the principles and doctrine of the comprehensive emergency management approach. Lack of funding and a loss of focus on the primary objectives of the Integrated Emergency Management System (IEMS) have left EMI adrift without an up-to-date, cohesive, professional EM curriculum. Many of the problems described below in terms of guidance and organizational structure are due to this lack of a truly integrated training program for emergency managers at all level of government. We urge the Committee to establish a separate line item for EMI in the FEMA budget so that EMI can have a consistent funding stream. We would also urge you to engage in discussions with FEMA on the funding needed to develop new courses and update the current ones. We believe an estimate would be a minimum of $2,200,000 annually.” 

On EM Roundtable, EMI and EM Hi Ed Program:  “Recently, at the invitation of the EMI Superintendent [Dr. Cortez Lawrence], a "Principles of Emergency Management" (POEM) Roundtable comprised of recognized practitioners from the major professional associations, representatives of EM standard-setting organizations and distinguished academics, has identified this lack as one of the major contributing factors to many of the problems which plague the system today. EMI must be funded so that a master EM curriculum can again be the focus of the Institute. Another highly successful program at EMI is the Emergency Management Higher Education Project. This project although consistently under funded – has produced significant improvements in the preparation of professional, college educated, emergency managers who represent the future of effective disaster policy and practice. The financial resources to accomplish these worthy goals are a prudent investment in the development of our emergency management system. We urge the Committee to provide additional funding to the Higher Education Project for two additional positions and a minimum of an additional $400,000 annually for course development, the Higher Education Conference, and related activities.” 

On FEMA Within DHS:  “The stated purpose of this hearing is to determine whether FEMA is on the right track. We think FEMA wants to be on the right track, but it is still not clear they have the authority to drive the train. IAEM wants to see a revitalized FEMA and we are seeing improvements. The leadership is working with us more closely. However, we remain concerned about the role of FEMA within DHS, whether FEMA truly has been given all the responsibility for preparedness and managing disaster response as the law requires, and whether DHS has truly “bought” into the all hazards doctrine which is so vital….” 

On FEMA Coordination re NRF:  “I would like to extend our appreciation and gratitude to our partners and colleagues in FEMA for increasing the level of involvement and communication with IAEM on key initiatives. Originally, we strongly objected to the draft National Response Framework (NRF) which ignored input from State and local government partners. FEMA listened and addressed some of the issues we raised in their final version of the NRF. Key documents impacting how we plan, exercise, train, respond, and recover should not be written without the involvement of State and local government emergency managers. If you expect us there during the crash landing, please make sure we’re a part of the takeoff….”  [Emphasis added] 

On Different DHS and Local Perspectives:  “IAEM realizes there are differences in the way we approach things based on our perspectives – that of the DHS / OMB view from 50,000 feet and that of the local government view from our boots on the ground. However, we believe our joint responsibility to protect the lives and property of our citizens requires all of us to continue to strive to understand the differences derived from our perspectives, and how those affect the policies on building true emergency management capability at the local level….” 

On Emergency Management Performance Grants:  “The guidance appears to be overly restrictive. Specifically, there is a requirement that 25% of EMPG resources be directed toward planning. This may seem perfectly reasonable from a DHS or OMB perspective; however, when specific local circumstances are considered, it is not. One of our State government emergency management colleagues has let us know there is an issue with this in his state. The state expended considerable effort, time and EMPG resources on planning in FY 2007. This year their priority is to exercise and train on the plans they developed last year. He asked if a waiver on the 25% requirement for planning was possible and was told it was not. Now, that state will be prevented from directing resources to training and exercising the plans they developed last year because the guidance specifically directs that 25% of EMPG funding will be spent on planning. Many of our IAEM local government emergency managers tell us that EMPG funding makes the difference between whether there is a person to perform the emergency management function within a jurisdiction or not. Placing restrictions on these funds defeats the concept of the local government being able to identify and develop the capabilities it deems necessary for its own specific set of circumstances.” 

On Homeland Security and Emergency Management Perspectives:   “The FY 2008 EMPG program guidance contains extensive language linking these funds to the National Planning Scenarios, the Target Capabilities List (TCL), the Gap Analysis, the National Plans Review and other issues that are more strictly associated with Homeland Security. We would remind our DHS and OMB colleagues that The Stafford Act, which authorizes EMPG, is very broad – and it is very broad for a reason. The Stafford Act is broad because Congress understands the needs in each local jurisdiction are not the same. One size does not fit all. This is a case where capability building has to be tailored to the local jurisdiction’s requirements. Frankly, we believe the Homeland Security perspective of the DHS prevents them from having a good understanding of the problems that could result from this guidance. We think the guidance needs to be addressed by those who have a better understanding of these effects – our colleagues in FEMA.” 

On Urban versus Rural Usage of EMPG Funding:  “In addition to the issues IAEM has identified relating to the FY 2008 EMPG program guidance, we also find some troubling language in the President’s FY 2009 budget appendix and the budget justifications. Specifically, the language that concerns us is found on page 516 of the Budget Appendix and reads, “Emergency Management Performance Grants ($200 million).— These grants support State and Urban Area efforts to achieve target levels of capability in catastrophic planning and emergency management.” We would remind our DHS and OMB colleagues that EMPG resources are authorized for use by State and local governments, whether urban or rural. We have shared this concern with our colleagues at FEMA and understand that a retraction of this language will be sent. However, as of the writing of this statement, I understand that Congress has not yet received such a retraction. I bet the rural but disaster prone counties in your states would be very surprised to learn that OMB thinks EMPG funding is only for urban areas.” 

On Role of Local Emergency Manager:  “I am often asked to describe exactly what our function is, as local government emergency managers. In reply to this query, I portray the local government emergency manager as the person selected to lead a band in which many of the players have only produced music as a soloist. These soloists are, on the individual level wonderful, but they don’t have a great deal of experience in playing together as an entire band. That local government emergency manager works to try and get harmony and coordination to emerge from a group of players who are not used to working with or relying upon one another. It takes real work to get these well-meaning folks to produce that harmonious effort to deal with mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery from disasters and emergencies. Local government emergency managers are not responders – but we work closely with those responders to help create the beautiful music that calms the savage disaster.”  [Emphasis Added] 

On National Planning Scenarios Approach:  “An example of where this harmony is lacking at the Federal Agency level is, in our opinion, found in the National Planning Scenarios, and the documents based upon them. The National Planning Scenarios are very narrowly focused on primarily the threats of terrorism (13 of the 15 scenarios are focused on attacks, terrorism, or biological disease outbreak). Essentially, they do not represent the full range of threats facing the United States of America. For example, none of the scenarios deal with flooding or tornadoes as a primary problem. Flooding and tornadoes accounted for 130 of 295 Presidential declarations of disaster from 1988 through 1996 (Godschalk, et al. 1999, p 8). As such, these national planning scenarios are self-limiting, rather than reflecting the actual full range of threats that exist and anticipating the formation of potential new threats to our nation. The bigger picture here, however, is not the specific number of scenarios, but that any scenarios developed are utilized to create one Emergency Operations Plan identifying the functions and capabilities common to all emergencies as well as the roles and responsibilities of government. Deriving multiple plans from these scenarios seems to be an adoption of a military-style planning process. This process is great – if you are the military and funded and equipped with the resources of the military. If you are a state or local government, this simply is not the most efficient and effective way to utilize planning resources.” 

On DHS and FEMA Roles and Responsibilities:  “Congress made it clear when the Post Katrina Reform Act was passed that they want a strong FEMA with an Administrator with clear authority for managing all aspects of disasters and emergencies. Some specific examples from the Act which we believe are not being followed include: 
Section 611 (12) (B) is of particular importance. This amended the Homeland Security Act of 2002 by “striking the matter preceding paragraph (1)” which contained the language, “the Secretary acting through…” and inserted instead the following language. “In General – The Administrator shall provide Federal Leadership necessary to prepare for, protect against, respond to, recover from or mitigate against a natural disaster, act of terrorism and other man-made disaster including…managing such response. “Congress acted intentionally to transfer these responsibilities from the Secretary to the Administrator.”  [Emphasis in original].... 

“We believe that DHS frequently and mistakenly quotes Section 502(c)(5)(B) regarding the authority of the Secretary and the Administrator as being applicable across the entire act when, in fact, it is limited in scope only to paragraph (5). We strongly request the committee to provide continual oversight of DHS on these matters to ensure they are following the clear and direct law on these issues.” 

On PKREMA and DHS S2R:  “Congress also rejected the DHS Stage 2 Reorganization and clearly and unambiguously moved all Preparedness functions and personnel to FEMA. IAEM believes that Section 506 (c) (1) and (2) of the Homeland Security Act as amended by the Post Katrina Reform Act clearly prohibits the transfer of any asset, function or mission from FEMA without a specific Act of Congress. A major function of FEMA is to rebuild relationships with State and local officials. Therefore, the Intergovernmental Affairs function assumes a much higher level of importance. Despite the clear prohibition on moving this function from FEMA, we understand there are 17 positions performing this vital role still under the National Protection and Programs Directorate (outside of FEMA) on a non-reimbursable detail. We urge this committee to insist that these positions and funding should be immediately transferred to FEMA for intergovernmental.” 

On DHS Office of Operations Coordination:  “Another of our areas of our concern focuses on the Office of Operations Coordination – which was created after the Post Katrina Reform Act was signed into law--and whether the role this office will perform is consistent with the implementation of the Post Katrina Reform Act. Subtitle C of the Post Katrina Reform Act clearly assigned the FEMA Administrator responsibility for the National Preparedness System, including the National Planning Scenarios and the planning system yet these functions appear to have been placed under the authority of the Office of Operations Coordination.” 

On Incident Management versus Emergency Management:  “Yet another area of potential concern is a growing internal discussion within DHS regarding the perceived differences between Incident Management and Emergency Management. We believe we can help put the discussion of these terms to rest. Emergency Management is the broader, overarching and systematic approach to the issue of dealing with all disasters and emergencies, whether natural, technological, or homeland security. Incident management, while important, is a much more narrowly focused sub-element of response, one of the four phases of emergency management (mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery). To insist otherwise is to ignore the evidence of reality – and, a tacit acknowledgement on the part of DHS that they fail to understand the broader implications of the overall emergency management system. At the very least, we believe this committee needs to ask DHS to clarify the role of the Office of Operations Coordination, and what connection it has to preparedness and managing the federal response to an incident--which is now the statutory responsibility of FEMA.” 

Conclusion:  “In summary, we urge the committee to continue to build emergency management capacity by increasing EMPG to $487 Million. We urge the committee to continue to insist on the appropriate implementation of the Post Katrina Act, to protect and strengthen FEMA and to empower its Federal Coordinating Officers. We urge continuing support for EMI and the vitally important Higher Education Project. We request appropriate funding for the Pre-Disaster Mitigation program. And, finally, we would remind our colleagues at DHS / FEMA that success is an equal opportunity vendor. There will be enough for everyone as long as we coordinate and cooperate in our joint responsibilities to our citizens.”  

National Animal Health Emergency Response Corps 
The Veterinary Services branch of the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service is recruiting nonfederal veterinarians and veterinary technicians to join an emergency management on-call cadre. The National Animal Health Emergency Response Corps' purpose is to enroll veterinary personnel interested in serving as Veterinary Services employees in the event of an exotic or emerging disease outbreak and to provide training opportunities in Incident Command and the National Response framework. During activation, NAHERC volunteers would become temporary Veterinary Services employees for 23 to 60 days and would have the right to refuse assignments. Veterinary students can qualify and mobilize as veterinary technicians. 

More information about the program, eligibility requirements and application materials are available online at: 
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/vs/ep/naherc
Proposed radiological standard available for comment 
A standard practice for radiological emergency response is available for comment on the Responder Knowledge Base at:

https://www.rkb.us/contentdetail.cfm?content_id=191039. 

The standard provides a practice for developing and implementing consistent national protocols for emergency responders at radiological events. The standard provides a decision-making protocol and considerations for response to such events. The standard applies to any person responding to a radiological event who has a role or responsibility in emergency response. 

The standard was originally posted for comment on the RKB in August of 2007. The updated proposed practice standard and a comment summary and resolution document are also available for download from the RKB. Comments must be submitted by noon on Dec. 31, 2008.

U.S. Coast Guard Port Security Advisories

Port Security Advisory (1-08) 
http://www.hklaw.com/content/maritime/mardocs/Port_Security_Advisory_1-08.pdf
Port Security Advisory (2-08) 
http://www.hklaw.com/content/maritime/mardocs/Port_Security_Advisory_2-08.pdf
Port Security Advisory (3-08) 
http://www.hklaw.com/content/maritime/mardocs/Port_Security_Advisory_3-08.pdf
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